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DETAILED ACTION 

This is an Allowance in response to applicant's amendment filed on June 26, 
2004 in which claims 1, 4, 6-11, 14, and 16-20 are presented. 

Response to Amendment 

The cancellation of claims 2, 3, 5, 12, 13 and 15 has been noted. 

Applicant's amendment with respect to the claims 6-10 and 16-20 previously 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112 have overcome the rejection. The 35 U.S.C. 112 rejection 
of claims 6-10 and 16-20 have been withdrawn. 

Applicant's amendment with respect to claims 1 and 1 1 previously rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 6,45981 1 to Hurst, Jr. in view 
of US Patent 5,652,627 to Allen has been overcome. The rejection was overcome by 
the applicant's combination of objected claim 5 with independent claim 1 and objected 
claim 1 5 with independent claim 1 1 . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1,4,6-11,14, and 1 6-20 are allowable. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present claims include novel and unobvious features in that the examiner 
was unable to find in several prior art searches. 

US Patent 6,45981 1 to Hurst, Jr. suggests an apparatus for use in an encoder to 
ensure integrity of a hypothetical decoder buffer of a video buffer verifier (Col 4 Lines 
16-44). The apparatus contains an encoder buffer (VBV buffer, Col 4 Line 21). Hurst 
describes the VBV as containing the means to control the transmission based on the 
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representation of a prescribed number of bits (Col 4 Lines 30-36). Hurst further 
describes the VBV calculating a representation of the prescribed number of bits in 
accordance with a prescribed relationship dependent on said encoder buffer bit content 
and an end of picture indication (Col 3 Lines 17-40 and Col 4 Lines 30-44). US Patent 
5,652,627 to Allen shows the calculation for a standard VBV in Figure 1 (Col 4 Lines 34- 
67). The end of picture indication is the DTS, which is the time the frame is required to 
be decoded (Col 3 Lines 36-57). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention that the VBV well known in the prior art contains a 
buffer, transmission controller, and a calculator as required by claim 1 . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary kill in the art at the time of the invention that the VBV 
well known in the prior art contains the method of claim 1 1 . 

As shown by Allen in Figure 1, the transmission of bits is controllably inhibited for 
each transmission to the decoder. The buffer transmits only the data for frame 1 at time 
44 and only data for frame 2 at time 46 even though there is more data in the buffer (Col 
4 Lines 34-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention that the transmission of bits is controlled. 

Hurst and Allen fail to teach the apparatus and method further providing the 
calculator a first indication from the detector of when the picture actually ended and a 
second indication from the detector of when the picture should have ended in order to 
allow the claculator to determine whether the picture has ended at an expected time. 
These features taken with the others in the claims define over the prior art. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 703-305- 
5543. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 703-305-4856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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